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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSDMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF MEDICXL EXXMINERS

In the Matter of:
ORDER ACCEPTING
SURRENRER OF LICENSE

PATRICIO SONZA, M .D .

This matter was opened before the New Jersey State Board

Medical Examiners (the nBoard'') upon the Board's receipt a

report from the Medical Practitioner Review Panel (the ''Panel''),

detailing findings and recommendations that were made by the Panel

at the completion of an investigation of the practice of respondent

Patricio Sonza, M.D. The Panel commenced an investigation

respondent's practice upon reeeiving notice from Hunterdon Medical

Center (hHMC'') that respondent's practice privileges were summarily

suspended on July 28, 2008. HMC reported that the summary

suspension was based on respondent's having performed a procedure on

the wrong patient, having failed to respond to a patïent's emergent

condition post-operatively, and having failed to monitor a patient's

blood pressure during the administrition of anesthesia.

Dr. Sonza appeared before the Medical Practitioner Review

Panel on Jànuary 2009, represented by Joseph M. Gorrell, Esqw

and then testified concerning the cases which led to the summary

suspension of his privileges at HMC. Subsequent to respondent's
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ce (on or about March 9 , 2009 ) , a settlement agreement was
appearan

reached between Dr . Sonza and HMC, pursuant to which Dr . Sonza ' s

rivileges at HMC were reinstated, upon Dr. Sonza' s agreement to
p

voluntarily surrender his shares and terminate his ane:thesia

rovider agreement with the anesthesia group which provided
p

anesthesia services at HMC. Respondent subsequently resigned from

the active staff at HMC on or about August 1, 2009.

During the eourae of its investigation, the Panel had

opportunity to review relevant documentation supplied by HMC, to

include, without limitation, transcripts of hearings that were ùeld

before a Fair Hearing Committee at HMC on five dates between

November 2008 and January 2009, and to consider the testimony that

respondent offered when he appeared before the Panel. Upon review

of available informatâon' the Panel found that grourds for

disciplinary action against respondent exist based on two separate

incidents which occurred at HMC. First, the Panel found that

respondent engaved in gross negligence when he removed an epidural

catheter from patient D.S. While respondent testified that he had

been asked, by his partner, to discontinue an epidural catheter from

a patient in a specific room, he conceded that he did not obtain the

name of the patient from whom the catheter was to be removed, and

that he never reviewed D.S.' chart. The evidence further suggests

that respondent removed the catheter despite having been told, by

D . S . ' s nurse, that D. S . did not need her catheter removed and that
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prejudice, his license to practice medicine and surgery in the State

of New Jersey .

Respondent represents that he will, and is hereby

ordered to, hereafter permanently refrain from engaging

practice of medicine and surgery, in New Jersey or elsewhere.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD .
*#7 MEDIOAL EXAMINERS' 
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Paul C. Mendelowitz, M.D.
Board President

I represent that I have reviewed
this Order , and consent to its entry
by the State Board of Medical
Examiners. I further expressly
represent and acknowledge that I
will hereafter permanently refrain
from engaging in any practice of
medicine or surgery, in New Jersey
or anywhere else.
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A Iicensee whose Iicense has been revoked, suspendeà for one (1) yegr or more or
permanently surrendered m ust remove signs and take affirmative action to stop
advertisements by which his/her eligibility to practice is represented. The Iicensee must
also take steps to remove his/her name from professional Iistings, telephone directories,
professional stationery, or billings. If the Iicensee's name is utilized in a group practice
title, it shall be deleted. Prescription pads beqring the Iicensee's name shall be destroyed.
A destruction report form obtained from the Office of Drug Control (973-504-6558) must
be filed. If no other licensee is providing services at the Iocation, alI medications must be
removed and returned to the manufacturer, if possible, destroyed or safeguarded. (ln
situations where a Iicense has been suspended for Iess than one year, prescription pads
and medications need not be destroyed but must be secured in a Iocked place for
safekeeping.)

3- Practice Income Prohibitioni Divestiture of Equity Interest in Professional
Service Corporations and Lim ited Liabili'y Companies

A licensee shall not charge, receive or share in any fee for professional services rendered
by him/herself or others while barred from engaging in the professional practice. The
Iicensee may be compensated for the reasonable value of services IaM ully rendered and
disbursements incurred on a patient's behalf priorto the effective date of the Board action.

A Iicensee who is a shareholder in a professional sea ice corporation organized to engage
in the professional practice, whose Iicense is revoked, surrendered or suspended for a
term of one (1) year or more shal'l be deemed to be disqualified from the practice within the
meaning of the Professional Service Corporation Act. (N.J.S.A. 14A:17-1 1). Adisqualified .
Iicensee shall divest hirn/herself of aIl financial interest in the professional service

corjoration pursuant to N.J.S.A. 14A:17-13(c). A Iicensee who is a member of a Iimited
Iiabllity company organized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 42:1-44, shall divest himm erself of aIl
financial interest. Such divestiture shall oqcur within 90 days following the the entry of the
Order rendering the Iicensee disqualified to padicipate in the applicable form of ownership.
Upon divestiture, a Iicensee shall forward to the Board a copyof documentation forwarded
to the Secretary of State, Commercial Repoding Division, demonstrating that the interest
has been terminated. If the Iicensee is the sole shareholder in a professional service
corporation, the corporation must be dissolved within 90 days of the Iicensee's
disqualification.

4. M:dical Records

If, as a result of the Board's action, a practice is closed or transferred to another Iocation,
the Iicensee shall ensure that during the three (3) month period following theeffective date
of the disciplinary order, a message will be delivered to patients calling the form er office
prem ises, advising where records may be obtained. The message should inform patients
of the names and telephone numbers of the Iicensee (or his/her attorney) assuming

tody of the records. The same information shall also be disseminated by means of acus
notice to be published at least once per month for three (3) months in a newspaper 'of
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ADDENDUM

Any Iicensee who is the subject of an order of the Board suspendinj, revoking or otherwise
conditioning the Iicense, shall provide the following information at the tim e that the order
is signed, if it is entered by consent, or immediately after sewice of a fully executed order
entered after a hearing. The information required here is necessary for the Board to fulfill
its repoding obligations:

Social Security Numberl: - --

List the Name and Address of any and alI Health Care Facilities with which you are
affiliated:

List the Names and Address of any and alI Health Maintenance Organizations with which
you are affiliated:

Provide the names and addresses of every person with whom you are associated in your
professional practice: (You may attach a blank sheet of stationery bearing this
information).

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A Section 61 .7 and 45 CFR Subtitle A
Section 60.8, the Board is required to obtain your Social Security Number and/or
federal taxpayer identification number in order to discharge its responsibility to repod
adverse actions to the National Practitioner Data Bank and the HlP Data Bank.



NOTICE OF BEPOBTING PRACTICES OF BOARD
REGARDINQ DISCIPLIN*BY ACTIONS

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52;14B-3(3), alI orders of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners are
available for pe lic inspection. Should any inquiry be made cox erning the status of a Iicensee

, the
inquirer will be informed of the existexe of the order and a copy will be providM if requested. All
evldentiary hearings. prx eedings on motions or other m plications which are condtrted as pe lic
hearinqs and the record, including the transcript and dxumenl marked in evidence, are available for
public InspK tion, m on request.

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A 60.8, the Board is e ligat-  to report to the National Practitioners Data
Bank any action relating to a physician which is based on reasons relating to prvfessional competence
or professional condlrt;

(1) Which revokes or suspends (of othe-ise restricts) a Iicense.
(2) Which censures, reprimands or plarm  on probation,
(3) Under which a Iicense is surrendered. .

Pursuant to 45 CFR Section 61.7, the Board is obligated lo rm ort to the Heale are Integrity and
ProtKtion (HIP) Data Bank, any formal or official actions, such as revœ ation or suspension of a
Iiçensetand the length of any such suspension), rmrimand. censure or grobation or any other Ioss of
Iicense or the right to am ly for, or renew, a Iicense of the provider, sm pller, or prace oner

, whether by
. m eration of Iaw. voluntal surrender. non-renewabiliy or otherwise, or any other negative action or
finding by strh Federal or State agency that is publicly available information

.

Pursuant to N.J.S-A.45:9-19-13, if the Board refuses to issue, suspends. revokes or otherw ise places
conditions on a license or permit, it is obligated to notify each Iicensed health care facility and health
maintenance organization with which a licensee is affiliated and everyother board licensee in this state
with whom he or she is directly assœ iated in private medical practice.

In accordance with an agreemvnt with the Federajon of State Medical Boards of the United States
, a

list of aII disciplinal orders are provided to that organization on a. monthly basis.

W ithin the month following entry of an order' a summary of the order will appear on the public agenda
forthe next monthlyBoard megting and is forwarded to those members of the public requesting a copy.
ln addition, the sam e summary will appear in the minutes of that Board meeting, which are also made
available to those requesting a copy.

W ithin the month following entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear in a Monthly
Disciplinary Action Listing which is made available to those members of the public requesting a copy

. 
'

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates to its Iicensees a newsletter which includes a brief
description of aIl of the orders entefed by the Board. -'' - ' -

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue rdeases including
thQ summaries of-the content of public orders.

Nothinq herein is intended in any way to Iimit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from
discloslng any public document.


